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By CASEY CROUCHER
Recorder News Staff

After a $3 million renovation at
Amsterdam’s cancer center was
officially unveiled Monday
morning, breast cancer survivor
Amy Karas said she was happy
the center received new equip-
ment to help people who are in
the same situation she once was.

“This can only improve our area
— you don’t even have to leave
the area to get the best treatment.
We have it locally,” she said.

Karas, co-owner of Ruby &
Quiri in Johnstown, was diag-
nosed with Stage 2 breast cancer
five years ago. She went to the
New York Oncology Hematology
center in Riverfront Center,
Amsterdam, for treatment. Today
she’s cancer-free and has doubled

the number of friends in her life.
On Monday, Karas, along with

U.S. Rep. Paul Tonko, D-

Amsterdam, his mother, Helen
Tonko, Dr. Arsyl De Jesus, Dr.
NiNi Wu and others helped cut a

ribbon to symbolize the official
opening of the center’s new
Varian iX linear accelerator and
General Electric CT Simulator.

De Jesus, a radiation oncolo-
gist, said the new machines are
the most advanced radiation ther-
apy currently available. She said
the machines define the size,
shape, location and treatment of
tumors while decreasing negative
side effects.

She said the two machines work
together like a laser beam, creat-
ing a beam of high energy X-rays
that are directed where there is
cancer or a risk of microscopic
cancer cells.

“We are able to shape the beam
so that it is shaped according to the
tumor,” she said. “For example,

City cancer center is offering the best care around

By NICOLE ANTONUCCI
Recorder News Staff

FONDA — The odds were in
favor of Democrat Robert Purtell
Monday when he was unani-
mously appointed to fill the
Montgomery County Legislature’s
District 9 seat, despite a last-
minute challenge from the
Republicans.

Purtell’s name was announced
for consideration by Legislature
Chairman Thomas Quackenbush
after former legislator Alexander
Kuchis resigned last month.
However, minutes before the res-
olution appointing Purtell was
voted upon, the legislature was
made aware that a GOP candi-
date had expressed interest in the
seat.

“I put up the resolution sup-
porting Purtell because we all
know an election took place not
even 10 months ago and Purtell
lost by a handful of votes. It
makes sense to me that we give
Bob the position to fill the term
up until next November,”
Quackenbush said. “On the other
hand, Andrew Caddell called me
looking to be considered.”

Caddell sat in the audience
beside county Republican Party

Loss in election
turns into a win
on county panel

By NICOLE ANTONUCCI
Recorder News Staff

FONDA — Final adoption of
the county’s $109 million
budget is expected tonight. 

The Montgomery County
Legislature will hold a special
meeting to discuss potential
amendments to the spending
plan and will then finalize it,
Budget and Finance
Committee Chairman Martin
Kelly said Monday.

Originally, final adoption
was scheduled for a separate
meeting Oct. 15.

“Essentially, any amend-
ments are actions on the tenta-
tive budget,” Kelly said.
“Therefore, any action on the
budget is to move it forward
to the executive for veto or
passage.”

If Montgomery County
Executive Matthew Ossenfort
vetoes the budget, it will go
back to the legislature for dis-
cussion and approval. 

“We have until Oct. 31 if the

Legislature eyes
budget approval

Casey Croucher/Recorder staff
Dr. Arsyl De Jesus, left, and Amy Karas pause during an official
ribbon cutting Monday at New York Oncology Hematology at the
Riverfront Center, Amsterdam.

Trevor Junquera/Recorder staff

A PAWS IN THE PARK
Amy Quackenbush walks her dog Stevie at Shuttleworth Park on a recent sunny fall afternoon. 

By CASEY CROUCHER
Recorder News Staff

A proposal by the Montgomery
County Legislature to implement
a vehicle tax aimed at repairing
county roads has the Amsterdam
Common Council hoping that
money will be distributed fairly.

The council plans to discuss the
topic during a meeting tonight at
City Hall.

The county plan is to charge a
vehicle use tax when registering
a passenger vehicle, or renewing
a passenger vehicle registration.
The charge would be a $10 use
fee for registrations on vehicles,
and a $20 fee for commercial
vehicles. These fees would be
collected by the Department of
Motor Vehicles and the funds put
toward repair of county roads.

This plan, if it passes, would

reportedly increase county rev-
enues by $370,000. The county is
expected to address the proposal
during a budget adoption session
tonight in Fonda.

The Common Council, in a reso-
lution, argues that the city and a lot
of villages don’t have many coun-
ty roads within their boundaries
and they are worried they will be
paying the bulk of a vehicle use

Vehicle tax proposal

Council is looking for a fair slice
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WARRENSBURG — A motor vehicle crash that killed a
Mayfield motorcyclist and injured another remains under inves-
tigation, according to the Warren County Sheriff’s Office. 

Gary J. Hennel, 45, of 115 Mariner’s Road Extension, Mayfield,
was pronounced dead at the scene Sunday at the intersection of
Tripp Lake Road and Route 9 in the town of Warrensburg. 

A second motorcyclist, Greg T. Antonsen, 53, of 138 Bertrand
Road, Mayfield, was injured and was flown by medical helicop-
ter to Albany Medical Center with non-life threatening injuries,
deputies said.

According to the Warren County Sheriff’s Office, Roy A.
Granger Sr., 57, of Brant Lake was heading north in his 2001
Dodge Dakota around 4:50 p.m. Sunday when Jewel E. Coats,
84, of Argyle, who was driving a 2002 Buick, failed to yield to
the right of way entering Route 9 from Tripp Lake Road. She
allegedly struck Granger, who was then forced into the south-
bound lane where he hit Hennel on his 2001 Harley Davidson. 

Hennel was ejected and suffered massive injuries, according to
the sheriff’s office.

Antonsen was also struck by Granger’s truck. Antonsen’s hos-
pital status was not available. 

There is no indication that alcohol or drugs were contributing
factors in the crash, according to the sheriff’s department.

The accident remains under investigation by the Warren
County Sheriff’s Office Traffic Safety Unit with the assistance
of the Criminal Investigations Unit.

The Warrensburg Emergency Squad, North Warren Emergency
Squad, and the Warrensburg Fire Department responded. The
sheriff’s office was assisted at the scene by the Warren County
Office of Emergency Services and members of the State Police.

tax for which they could see little
return.

The city proposes that the legis-
lature adopt a fair plan to calcu-
late distributions based on the
populations of Montgomery
County’s towns, villages and the
city, and reduce the offset for any
amount a municipality might
receive under the county’s road
maintenance contract.

When asked about the resolu-
tion on tonight’s agenda, 1st
Ward Alderman Edward Russo
said he didn’t know much about
it. Third Ward Alderman Ronald
Barone Sr. also said he didn’t
know anything about the resolu-
tion, but then remembered what
the county was planning to do

with the vehicle tax money.
“They want a $10 registration

fee and I think that’s utterly
ridiculous,” Barone said. “I don’t
agree with the county going up
$10 on that fee — the county just
keeps raising and raising and
raising and they’re doing such a
wonderful job at raising. It’s
unreal. Punish the taxpayers
some more.”

Fourth Ward Alderwoman
Diane Hatzenbuhler said the res-
olution would be discussed in
committee tonight before any
decisions are made during the
regular meeting. She also didn’t
know much about the resolution.

Mayor Ann Thane said she was
not aware of the resolution but

she knows what the county is
going through to find funding for
necessary work.

“I understand where the county
is coming from because munici-
palities are so pressed to find new
avenues for revenues to support
needed services,” she said.
“We’re forced, because of the tax
caps, to look everywhere, so I
think the county is looking at a
tax that will be shared by most of
the county users, so I understand
that and it’s just very difficult
times for all of us financially.”

The resolution is scheduled to
be discussed in committee before
tonight’s 7 o’clock council meet-
ing.

Slice from page 1

there’s a tumor that’s triangle-
shaped and on the lung, so that
means it’s a moving target. Not
only do you have to shape the
beam to fit exactly around the
tumor, but you have to account for
the motion of the tumor as the per-
son breathes. This technology
allows us to first, identify where
the tumor is, identify its movement
during the breathing cycle, and
then accurately shape the beam so
that it’s shaped according to the
tumor. Then we pinpoint to that
area to deliver the radiation there,
while trying our best to avoid crit-
ical structures around it, because
that’s where you get damage and
side effects to the normal cells.”

For Karas, the technology is
only one aspect of her treatment
— the people who helped her on
her journey were just as impor-
tant.

“There is no technology that
can replace the people here. The
staff here is truly amazing,” she
said. “You can start at the top
with Dr. De Jesus — she’s like
your best girlfriend. She treats
you like your best girlfriend
would. You become part of their
family.”

Karas said when she was diag-
nosed with cancer, she refused to
let it deter her and she treated it

“like a bump in the road.”
“That’s just my personality,”

she said. “Also, as a small-busi-
ness owner running a family
business, I didn’t really have a
choice, I just had to keep going.
Having NYOH nearby was and
continues to be very important. I
rarely had to wait when I was
here for an appointment and that
allowed me to continue working,
caring for my family and living
my life while I was in treatment.”

Tonko, whose mother was also
a patient at the center, stood in
front of the NYOH team, tearing
up as he thanked them for their
dedicated and caring work.

“When my mom was coming
here as a consumer, I could hear
in her voice that she received
wonderful, professional care, but
it was more than that — it was a
partnership, it was a friendship, it
was someone walking the jour-
ney with her,” he said. “Thank
you a million, for your caring
hearts and healing hands. It’s
wonderful to have this team in
this community, and what you’ve
developed is a sense of trust
that’s so important.”

De Jesus, a mother of two, said
she considers the new radiation
machinery her “third baby.”

“I spend more time in the office

than I do at home, probably,” she
said. “Bringing this Varian iX lin-
ear accelerator here is a game
changer. Why? Because it totally
meets today’s needs in this two-
county area.”

The cancer center in Riverfront
Center features the only advanced
radiation technology in Fulton
and Montgomery counties.

Karas said she tells people if
they are ever in a situation where
they need cancer treatment, the
treatment is right in their back
yard — not hours away.

“When you’re diagnosed with
cancer you join a club you never
wanted to be a part of,” she said.
“But at New York Oncology
Hematology, everyone makes
sure you are not alone in it. It
feels like family and I’m proud
every day to be a part of this fam-
ily. As I tell my friends, there’s no
reason to go to Boston or [the
city] for treatment, just see Dr.
De Jesus and the team at NYOH
in Amsterdam.”

As for De Jesus and Karas,
they’re even closer friends now.

“We celebrate our birthdays
every year,” De Jesus said. “Our
friendship doesn’t end now that
she’s been a survivor for five
years, or 10 years or whatever —
I’m always here for her. Always.”

Cancer from page 1 Mayfield motorcyclist dies in accident

Committee Chairman Joseph
Emanuele and nodded his head. 

Hearing this, District 7
Legislator Barbara Wheeler
called to amend the resolution to
replace Purtell’s name with
Caddell. It was seconded by
District 8 Legislator Joseph
Isabel. 

However, when the amendment
was raised for a vote, it failed 4-
3, with one abstention.
Legislators Martin Kelly, Roy
Dimond, Terry Bieniek and John
Duchessi voted against the reso-
lution. Isabel, Wheeler and
District 4 Legislator Ryan Weitz
voted for it. Quackenbush
abstained. 

The original amendment
appointing Purtell was then
called for a vote and passed
unanimously. 

Purtell ran against Kuchis for
the District 9 seat last November,
but was defeated by 35 votes. 

Kuchis announced his resigna-
tion Sept. 24 after accepting a
position at a firm that conducts
audits for the county.

Purtell’s appointment causes a
shift on the legislature to a major-
ity of Democrats. Previously, the
panel consisted of four
Democrats: Dimond, Bieniek,
Duchessi and Isabel; and four
Republicans: Wheeler, Kelly,

Weitz and Kuchis. Quackenbush
ran as Republican and Democrat
last November. 

When asked why a Republican
was not originally considered for
the appointment, Quackenbush
said it made sense to consider the
person who had the second high-
est number of votes. 

“This is what I told these guys.
If I resigned tomorrow, so close
to the election, put Brian Sweet
in. He was the one who ran
against me. I said that to the
Democrats,” Quackenbush said,
adding that there is nothing in the
county charter to dictate how
appointments are made. “The
only qualifications is that he is 18
years old, registered to vote, and
lives in District 9.”

According to the charter: “If a
vacancy should occur in the
office of county legislator, such
vacancy shall be filled at the next
general election for the remain-
der of the unexpired term. The
county legislature shall appoint a
qualified elector of the district in
which the vacancy occurred to
serve until a successor has been
elected and qualified.”

Republican Board of Elections
Commissioner Terrance Smith
said on Sept. 24 that it was too
late for anyone’s name to be
added to this November’s ballot. 

Purtell will serve as the District
9 representative until November
2015 when the seat will be up for
election. 

Only minutes after receiving
the appointment, Purtell was
talking with the clerk of the legis-
lature to get set up in his new
role. 

His first act will occur tonight
when the legislature meets to
consider final adoption of the
county budget.

“I have a lot of homework to do
in the next 24 hours,” Purtell
said, but added he has some
knowledge of working with
multi-million dollar budgets and
plans to use that experience while
on the legislature.  

Purtell is a longtime Liberty
ARC board member and sat on
the board’s finance committee
dealing with the annual budgets.
As a real estate agent with
Century 21 in Amsterdam,
Purtell said he is familiar with
bringing economic development
into the county. 

“I can bring sensibility and
common sense,” he said. “I hope
to bring some new energy to the
new form of government and
work together for the best of
Montgomery County,” he said. 

County from page 1


