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MAYFIELD — Mountain
Valley Hospice’s 28th Annual
Appreciation Celebration
changed its program a little bit
Friday night as all 10 candidates
nominated for the Gregory R.
Hoye Award received the honor.

Anne Marie Hoye, Gregory’s
sister-in-law, said the committee
decided that each nominee would
receive the award in honor of the
10th Anniversary of the Nancy
Dowd Home.

“We gather this evening to cele-
brate and honor this year’s Hoye
Award Winner — a caregiver
who has demonstrated compas-
sion and understanding, has
given hope, support, encourage-
ment in those in time of need,”
Hoye said. “[These are] qualities
that are so essential in providing
end-of-life care.”

Honorees included: Anita Allen
of the Community Health Center;
Ashley Duross of St. Mary’s
Healthcare Center; Debra Henry
of Nathan Littauer Hospital;
Tammy Merendo of Nathan
Littauer Hospital and Nursing
Home; Melissa Stock of St.
Mary’s Healthcare; Victor
Giulianelli of St. Mary’s
Healthcare; Julie Douglas,
Stephanie Hathaway and
Amanda Hershey of New York
Oncology Hematology; Lynn
Pawolski of the Adirondack
Stretcher and Ambulette; Dr.
James Vacek and Dr. Michael
Schwartzman.

Fulton County Sheriff-elect
Richard Giardino welcomed
everyone to the Paul Nigra
Center for the Arts for the event
— where Nancy Buyce was
posthumously honored with the
Excellence Award and Jeanne
Wilkinson was presented with
the Community Partnership
Award.

Giardino also read a letter from
Congresswoman Elise Stefanik,
who extended her gratitude for
the efforts of everyone at
Mountain Valley Hospice and
everyone being honored Friday.

Mountain Valley Board
Chairman Jack Scott presented

Buyce’s award to her family.
“More than a job, Nancy's

career was her passion,” Scott
said. “She devoted her labor to
the dignity of those least able to
exert those rights for themselves
— the ill, the poor, the addicted,
the bereaved, the abused, the
dying. She undertook this
endeavor from no high station in
life.”

He said Buyce played an impor-
tant role in the local healthcare
community and specifically with
Mountain Valley Hospice, where
she began Kidz Cope Camp, the
Bereavement Volunteers and the
Social Butterflies.

Buyce was also honored with
the Gregory R. Hoye award in
1994.

Scott then spoke about
Wilkinson and her achievements
in hospice care.

“She became a member of the
board of Mountain Valley
Hospice in January 2004 and
continued helping where needed
in the Hospice House as a family
support volunteer,” Scott said.
“She said she feels a sense of
love and caring each time she
enters the Hospice Home. We
feel that love every time she
comes here too.

“She never comes empty hand-
ed, always bringing restaurant
gift certificates to donate for our
next event, or offering her time as
a volunteer. Even though she is
not on the board any longer she is
still engaged as a volunteer and
participating in the happenings of
the organization, offering to help
in any way,” he said.

Wilkinson who was unable to
attend the event, joined the cele-
bration via telephone and
thanked everyone for the recog-
nition.

In addition to the honorees,
nine employees and volunteers
were recognized at the event and
given commemorative pins.
Those honored included: Toni
Bartholomew, Sally Christman,
Bethany Condit, Shannon Davis,
Jolene Klaas, Helen Myzal, Anne
Marie LaVallee, Judy Pepper and
Debra Szumoski.
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ABOVE: Ten caregivers were
awarded the Gregory R. Hoye
Award Friday at Mountain
Valley Hospice’s 28th Annual
Appreciation Celebration at
the Paul Nigra Center for
Creative Arts, Mayfield. LEFT:
Anne Marie Hoye presents
the Gregory R. Hoye award.
RIGHT: Fulton County Sheriff-
elect Richard Giardino wel-
comes guests. BOTTOM:
Mountain Valley Hospice
Board Chairman Jack Scott
presents Nancy Buyce’s
Family with the Excellence
Award 

WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENT

Photo submitted

OLBRYCH, LANFORD

WED
Pamela Olbrych, daughter of Fred and

Sharon Olbrych of Mayfield, was united in
marriage to Lance Lanford, son of Darrel
and Freda Lanford of Greenville, SC.

A ceremony took place Saturday, June 6, at
LaPlaya Beach Resort in Naples, FL with the
Hon. Mario Papa and Johanna Papa of
Mayfield officiating. The bride was escorted
by her father.

The bridal attendants were maid of honor
and sister of the bride, Natalie Olbrych of
Mayfield, Yajaria Yuret of Darien, CT,
Sarah Fox of Saratoga Springs and Irene
Lanford, sister of the groom, of
Greenville, SC.

The groomsmen included best man,
Justin Kuharsky of Greenville, SC,
Andrew Olbrych, brother of the bride, of
Mayfield, David Heymann of Atlanta, GA,
TJ Barret and Michael Stathakis of
Greenville, SC.

A reception took place immediately fol-
lowing the ceremony in the Vanderbilt
Ballroom at LaPlaya Beach Resort.

The bride is employed as a clinical phar-
macy specialist for Veterans Affairs in
Anderson, SC. The groom is employed as
a product manager for Synnex Corp. in
Greenville, SC.

The couple honeymooned in Cabo San
Lucas, Mexico. They currently reside in
Greenville, SC.

Library to hold craft
sale on Saturday

The Frothingham Free
Library located at 28 West
Main Street in Fonda will be
hosting a Soup, Bake & Craft
Sale at St. Cecilia’s Church
Hall located at 26 Broadway
in Fonda Saturday, Nov. 14
from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m.

The event will feature
alpaca clothing, beeswax
lotion, cleansing oils, soap,
Jamberry nails, pillows,
stuffed animals, greeting
cards, painted pictures, jewel-
ry, crocheted hats, scarves,
wreaths, quilted bags, dog
clothes, potholders,
Christmas crafts, and more. 

The sale also includes
homemade soup, pies, and
cheesecakes and an auction.
Donations of non-perishable
food items for the Haven of
Hope Ecumenical Food
Pantry will be accepted at the
door.

For more information log on
to fonlib.blogspot.com, our
Facebook page or call the
library at 853-3016.  Library

hours are Monday, Tuesday,
and Wednesday from 11 a.m.
to 7 p.m., Friday from noon to
7 p.m., and Saturday from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m.

Chamber to hold
Business After
Hours event

The Fulton Montgomery
Regional Chamber of
Commerce will hold a
Business After Hours event on
Thursday, Nov. 12 from 5 to 7
p.m. at the Eccentric Club,
109 N. Main St., Gloversville.

Chamber members and
their employees are invited to
attend this networking event,
which is the official kick-off of
the holiday season. There is
free admission for Chamber
members and their employ-
ees and an admission fee of
$10 per person for future
Chamber members.  

Please RSVP to member-
ship@fultonmontgomeryny.or
g or call 725-0641. To learn
more about The Eccentric
Club, visit www.eccentric-
club.com.
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