
By NICOLE ANTONUCCI
nicole.antonucci@recordernews.com

Local health care providers,
patients, researchers and admin-
istrators gathered with U.S Rep.
Paul Tonko, D-Amsterdam,
Monday to speak about how the
Affordable Care Act is helping to
improve health care for women
in the region. 

The discussion was held at the
New York Oncology Hematology
Amsterdam Cancer Center at the
Riverfront Center, and focused
on how the Affordable Care Act
provides more opportunities for
women in obtaining affordable
and accessible health care. 

In his district, Tonko said there
are 314,000 individuals, includ-
ing 54,000 children and 137,000
women, who now have health
insurance that covers preventa-
tive services without any co-
pays, coinsurance or deductibles.

“Rather than forcing Americans
to suffer and pay skyrocketing
bills down the line, ACA makes
prevention affordable and acces-
sible for all Americans,” Tonko
said.

He said the law guarantees
access to birth control, mammo-
grams, cancer screenings and
well-women visits without
deductibles or co-pays.

Pregnancy is no longer consid-
ered a pre-existing condition, so
women who become pregnant
can no longer be dropped from
their insurance. 

“Imagine how many women
were denied coverage because
they had multiple pregnancies,”
Tonko said. “Studies have shown
when preventive services have
even moderate co-pays it results
in fewer women obtaining poten-
tially life saving care due to those
costs.”

American Association of
University Women Public Policy
Chairwoman Linda Rizzo of the
organization’s Schenectady
branch said in addition to preven-
tative services, the Affordable
Care Act stops gender rating, or
making women obtain insurance
at a higher rate; prohibits insurers
from dropping patients with pre-
existing conditions; allows chil-
dren to be on their parents’ policy
until the age of 26; and providing
women with reproductive health

services.
“These things are important

because without them, we would
be going backward rather than
forward,” she said. 

National Planned Parenthood
Spokeswoman and cancer sur-
vivor Colleen Luther said she
knows first hand how important
it is to have health care.

Eleven years ago, at the age of
27, Luther said she had found a
lump in her breast.

However, because she had no
health insurance, she said was
unable to afford the out-of-pock-
et costs for testing from a regular
physician. Luther went to
Planned Parenthood. Not only
did they pay for the testing she
needed, they helped her get the
treatment. She has since been in
remission for 11 years. 

The roll-out of the Affordable
Care Act, she said, means more
women no longer have to worry. 

“It makes me happy that I no
longer have to worry because I
am covered. I don’t have to
worry because my mother is cov-
ered. I don’t have to worry
because my sister is covered,”
Luther said. “Security at all ages
of life is what ACA is about.
Women no longer have to worry
when they get sick.” 

New York Oncology and
Hematology Executive Director
Ed Graham said more patients
are getting care than before,
adding that since the roll-out of
the Affordable Care Act, there
has been a notable increase in
patients at the cancer center. 

“This has become a gateway, so
what we are having is people not
entering into the system much
later stage, when the options are
fewer, and economically it will
be more costly,” Graham said.

“For us to play a role, advancing
and ensuring people have access
to care at an earlier stage, which
allows for better diagnosis at an
earlier stage, better treatment and
better outcomes, we are thrilled.”

Radiation Oncologist Dr. Arsyl
DeJesus spoke about the $3 mil-
lion investment the cancer center
has recently made to provide
technology that will help local
residents stay close to home. 

“The ACA is also a large invest-
ment to provide access to health
care for women, especially in
preventative care,” she said,
adding as an oncologist, she
knows how important early
detection can be. “Like invest-
ments that NYOH is making
those same women have access
to the very best cancer treat-
ments. These investments will
save lives.” 
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New York Oncology and Hematology Executive Director Ed Graham and Dr. Arsyl DeJesus speak to
U.S Rep. Paul Tonko Monday during a discussion on the Affordable Care Act at the New York
Oncology and Hematology Amsterdam Cancer Center at the Riverfront Center in Amsterdam. 

Women’s health benefits touted
under the Affordable Care Act

‘Security at all ages
is what ACA is

about. Women no
longer have to

worry when they
get sick.’

— COLLEEN  LUTHER, 
Planned Parenthood
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FONDA — A $19.4 capital bond proposal could appear before
Fonda-Fultonville Central School District voters some time in late
November or early December. 

That was the time frame discussed at Monday’s Board of Education
meeting, where members were provided with an update on the
changes made to the proposal, and what would happen if the propos-
al passes. 

Treasurer Carey Shultz said since the board first discussed changing
the failed $19.8 million proposal following the May 20 election, sev-
eral changes occurred. He said board’s decision to cut the proposal
from $19.8 million to $19.4 million can now be done without cutting
any projects from the proposal. 

“We went back to the architect and asked for them to reduce some
of their costs and they agreed. We were able to shave quite a bit of
money to get to the $19.4 million,” Shultz said. “We have not cut any-
thing out of the project. The only thing that has changed is the fees we
are paying the architect.”

Shultz reminded the board there was a shift in the calculation of the
district’s debt limit, increasing the amount the district can borrow.
Therefore, the board can propose a $19.7 million project with a com-
pletion date of 2018, and it would only need a simple majority, or 50
percent approval. 

However, to be “conservative,” the board agreed to consider a $19.4
million project.

Ben Maslona of Fiscal Advisors and Marketing attended the meeting
to provide the board with information on how the proposal would
financially impact the district.

He said if the bond is approved by the voters, the next step would be
a 6-month period to complete the design, which would then be sub-
mitted to the state. If approved, it would then go out to bid.
Construction would start by 2016, he said. 

Maslona said before the district begins to take out bond notes, it
would first use the $750,000 in capital reserve, the fund used specifi-
cally for capital projects. By the time the board was ready to borrow,
the district’s state aid would be coming in.

“You would delay borrowing as much as possible,” he said. 
Maslona said the district will borrow according to the time frame for

the project. For example, if in the first year, the district needs $6 mil-
lion, then that is what would be bonded. 

Board member Bonnie Couture raised a concerns about how the res-
idents were going to view the changes to the project. 

“We have a few residents who are going to be suspicious of what we
are doing as a board, because in a few months time, we have went
from a super-majority to a majority vote,” she said. “In a few words,
what can we tell these people? I want to make sure they don’t think
we are pulling a fast one.”

Board member Dennis Egelston agreed, adding that people are not
going understand the change to the debt limit. 

Maslona said part of the calculation of the debt limit has to do with
how much debt the district already has. With some of that debt com-
ing off in the next few years, it allows the district to borrow more. 

The easiest way to think about it, he said, is that the district is pay-
ing its debt off. 

Board member Mary Frollo said the board still has to figure out what
it is going to be presented. 

Shultz said the board still has to decide  whether there will be two propo-
sitions on the ballot, as originally discussed. One proposition would be
the main project and the other would just be for the athletic field. 

The board also has to finalize a date, he said. While the board was
originally looking at September, there must be a 45-day public notice
period, so Shultz said the date could be pushed to late November/
early December. 

Couture said one idea was to have the vote in November, during the
parent-teacher conferences. 

Superintendent Raymond Colucciello said while general elections
happen on a Tuesday, they could have it on any day of the week. 

A specific date will be forthcoming. 

Trevor Junquera/Recorder staff

RAILROAD PICNIC
Jeff Kline and Nicole Marchese of Galway enjoying a picnic
above the rails on the bridge to the Riverlink Park in
Amsterdam.
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